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Multigrade schools can be defined as schools where groups of stu-
dents of different grades are taught in a single classroom. In most
cases, in a multigrade school's classroom, pupils of two or more
grades are taught by one teacher. Multigrade schools are considered
to play an impor tant role on providing access to education for all in
remote, isolated and underdeveloped rural areas. Schools of this type
are more than a reality in primary education in many regions of Europe
and the rest of the world. In such areas, multigrade schools not only
aim to give enrolment and continuous attendance in school environ-
ments, but also to provide knowledge and pedagogy of good stan-
dards. Fur thermore, rural schools are considered to play an impor tant
role in social development. 

Based on the above, the project MUSE (MUltigrade School Education)
aims at designing and implementing a specialized programme for
training multigrade teachers in Europe. The project relies on a close
cooperation between pedagogical exper ts, trainers, policy makers and
teachers. It aims at enhancing professional skills of multigrade
schoolteachers as well as developing their abil it ies on using
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) as a suppor ting tool
in everyday teaching. It will provide multigrade schoolteachers with
continuous training and suppor t, enhancing communication among
remote, multigrade school teaching environment and outside educa-
tional community.
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Objectives

The specific aims of the MUSE project seem to be exactly along
with the aspects and the specific needs of multigrade education. In
detail, these are:
· To develop an in-service specialised training programme for 

teachers in multigrade schools, aiming to meet the teachers' 
needs. 

· To enhance professional skills of multigrade schoolteachers and
improve their abilities to develop plans according to the needs 
of the specific school environment.

· To develop a model that allows for the continuous training and 
suppor t of the multigrade schoolteachers. 

· To provide training of multigrade schoolteachers on how they 
can act as promoters of the local community development. 

· To conduct an intervention study in multigrade classrooms 
across Europe: The project is going to be implemented in 
multigrade school environments in Greece, Finland, Spain and 
United Kingdom. 

· To make recommendations on multigrade teaching policy and 
practice. 

· To initiate the formation of a European network on the 
multigrade school education. 

Approach

The training program is adjusted to the conditions that give rise to
the need for multigrade teaching and at the same time it focuses in
offering to multigrade teachers adequate knowledge about the
socio-economic and cultural background where they work.
The MUSE Project is based heavily on ICT, acknowledging that the
introduction of ICT promises revolutionary changes in any field of
life. In this sense, ICT in multigrade schools is expected to offer to
teachers and pupils, as well as to other groups or individuals who
will be involved in the project accessibility to information, no mat-
ter the area's size, geographic characteristics and the distance
from the centre. 
The training programme is developed by educational and academ-
ic institutions specialized in teachers' professional training and the
same institutions are going to supervise and guide the implemen-
tation of the programme in each of the par ticipating multigrade
schools. The implementation of a project like MUSE may be con-
sidered as a multidimensional case for studying the contribution of
ODL in professional training and educational schemes.


